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Solomon Islands still shaped by the violent 
conflict that triggered intervention from its 
Pacific neighbours. Significant progress has 
been made since then to restore order and 
governance. All development efforts, both 
domestic and those supported by 
neighbouring states, are seen in the light of 
the near-collapse  in 2003.  
 

Internationally, Solomon Islands is party to 
just under half of the human rights 
instruments most relevant to R2P. It does not 
have a national human rights institution, but 
does participate actively in international 
human rights monitoring.  

Discrimination on basis of sexuality, gender 
and ethnicity is outlawed, and the judicial 
system is generally well-functioning although 
low in capacity. However, many 
discriminatory and SGBV  laws are not well-
enforced, which especially women and girls 
suffer under. 2/3 of all women have 
experienced domestic violence, and over a 
third of girls under 15 have been sexually 
abused.  

Education is offered, but is not mandatory 
and is often deselected because of poverty. 
Solomon Islands has increased access to 
education as a priority.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civil society is strong, and the population 
enjoys freedom of speech.  

Solomon Islands is party to several regional 
organizations, but does not use these to 
promote R2P actively. It also generally refrains 
from voting on treaties referencing R2P in the 
General Assembly.  

Solomon Islands still enjoys, and needs, 
support from neighbouring countries, which 
has put it in an interesting geopolitical 
situation. This will likely impact how resilient 
the country is to atrocity crimes in the future.  

Its index score has dropped with three points 
since 2022. 
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Thematic Area Indicator Assessment Notes 
Basic 
Compliance 
 

Protection of populations from 
atrocity crimes. 

Strong 
Decrease  

Solomon Islands still receives large amounts of aid 
and assistance from international donors and other 
Pacific countries in the post-RAMSI era, which 
increase governmental capacities. The population is 
effectively protected from atrocity crimes. 

 Reduction of atrocity crime risks. Fair 
Unchanged 

Systematic issues like poverty, lack of access to 
education, and discrimination are prevalent, but are 
addressed through development partnerships.  

 Dealing with past atrocities. Fair 
Unchanged 

No updated information could be found on this 
Indicator. It is clear, from the recent violence and 
rioting, that unresolved issues remain in Solomon 
Islands after ‘The Tension’ in 1997-2003, despite 
the work done by the truth and reconciliation 
commission.1  

Policy 
Mechanisms 

Appoint national R2P Focal 
Point. 

Very Weak 
Unchanged 

Solomon Islands has to yet to appoint a national 
R2P Focal Point.2 

 Incorporate atrocity crime risks 
and dynamics into conflict 
analysis and/or development 
partnerships. 

Weak 
Unchanged 

 

Australia is the largest donor to Solomon Islands, 
and its donations are mainly centred on 
accomplishing the National Development Strategy. 
This plan’s aim is to build long-term and 
sustainable socio-economic conditions.3 Of the 
current aid delivered to Solomon Islands, receives, 
half is spent on grants improving governance and 
civil society measures in the country.4 There is 
however, no explicit mention of atrocities or 
atrocity risks.  

 Establish domestic mechanisms 
to hold the government 
accountable for upholding its 
responsibility to protect. 

Very Weak 
Unchanged 

No evidence could be found of such domestic 
mechanisms being present in Solomon Islands.  

International 
Human Rights 
Obligations 

Sign, ratify and implement 
relevant instruments of 
international law. 

Fair 
Unchanged 

Solomon Islands have signed and ratified five of the 
most relevant human rights treaties. The following 
treaties are neither signed nor ratified: 
 

• Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 

• Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment 
or Punishment [CAT] 

• International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights [ICCPR] 

• The Arms Trade Treaty [ATT].5 
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It has also not ratified the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court, although it remains 
a signatory.6 

 Sign and ratify the Rome Statute 
of the International Criminal 
Court and cooperate fully with 
the Court. 

Very Weak 
Unchanged 

Solomon Islands remains a signatory party to the 
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 
but has yet to ratify the treaty. 7 

 Establish and maintain National 
Human Rights Institutions in 
accordance with the Paris 
Principles. 

Very Weak 
Unchanged 

Solomon Islands do not yet have a national human 
rights institution, but have in the past received 
human rights related advice from the Asia-Pacific 
Forum.8 There is an office of an ombudsman.9 

 Ensure domestic promotion and 
protection of human rights, 
focusing on the elimination of 
discrimination. 

Fair 
Unchanged 

Rights and civil liberties of Solomon Islands’ 
citizens are generally well respected by the 
government. However, women, children, and those 
in the LGBTIQA+ community face societal 
discrimination. There are laws prohibiting this, but 
they are poorly enforced.  
 
Domestic violence and sexual exploitation of 
children remain significant problems, and 
consensual same-sex relations remain criminalised. 
Discrimination and tensions related to ethnicity are 
forbidden, but similarly to the general 
discrimination remain.10  

 Participate in international peer 
review processes, including the 
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 
of the UN Human Rights 
Council. 

Strong 
Unchanged  

Solomon Islands participated in its 3rd UPR in May 
2021 and accepted 106 of the 160 recommendations 
it received.11 No evidence could be found of 
specific actions taken to address the 
recommendations yet.  
 
Solomon Islands continue to have three overdue 
reports relating to international treaties with 
reporting mechanisms. Two of these are more than 
ten years overdue.12 

 Cooperate fully with UN Human 
Rights mandate holders and those 
of relevant regional organisations. 

Fair  
Decrease  

Solomon Islands maintain their standing invitation 
for a visit, but none have been completed since 
2011.13 

 Ensure equal access to justice. Very Strong 
Unchanged  

The judicial system in Solomon Islands is 
independent, and this right is respected by the 
government. Due to resource constraints, trials do 
not always happen in a timely manner, just as 
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appeal trials often use foreign judges.14 The 
independent judiciary was one of the goals of the 
RAMSI-aid given by Australia in 2003.15 

 Criminalise incitement to commit 
genocide, war crimes, ethnic 
cleansing and crimes against 
humanity. 

Strong 
Increase  

Solomon Islands Penal Code criminalizes 
genocide,16 and through its international treaty 
obligations war crimes are also criminalized, but 
there remains no explicit legislation for ethnic 
cleansing or crimes against humanity.  

 Take measures to counter and 
prevent violent extremism. 

Strong 
Unchanged 

Solomon Islands have not experienced many 
terrorist attacks. The country has a plan for 
countering financing of terrorism and has been a 
part of the Asia-Pacific Group on Money 
Laundering since 2007.17 

 Enact and implement laws 
protecting vulnerable groups, 
particularly in relation to sexual 
and gender-based violence.  

Fair 
Decrease 

Nearly two-thirds of all women aged 15-49 in the 
Solomon Islands have suffered violence at the 
hands of an intimate partner, and 37% of girls under 
15 have been sexually abused. This is one of the 
highest rates of reported SGBV in the world.18 
Rape, including spousal rape, and domestic 
violence are criminalized. Police are trained to deal 
with the situations when reported, but there is 
stigma attached to being raped and sexually 
abused.19 

 Protect individuals and groups 
fleeing atrocity crimes and their 
risk, in accordance with 
International Refugee Law. 

Very Weak 
Unchanged 

Solomon Islands, a non-signatory to the Refugee 
Convention, has no system or process for granting 
asylum as well as no known refugees within the 
country. It cooperates with UNHCR to provide aid 
for internally displaced people.20 

Domestic 
Implementation 

Conduct a national assessment of 
risk and resilience. 

Very Weak 
Unchanged 

No evidence could be found of such a national 
assessment being conducted in Solomon Islands. 

 Cultivate and protect an active, 
diverse and robust civil society. 

Strong 
Unchanged  

The right to freedom of expression, freedom of 
assembly, and freedom of association are well-
respected by Solomon Islands.21  
 

 Ensure a legitimate, effective and 
civilian controlled security sector. 

Fair 
Unchanged 

The security sector is largely responsible and 
effectively under civilian control.22 Regular unrest 
has provided for regular use of the security forces.  

 Ensure the education system 
reflects the ethnic, national and 
cultural diversity of society, and 
sets examples of inclusiveness. 

Fair 
Decrease  

The education system in Solomon Islands has 6 
years of primary school, 7 years of secondary 
educational and then offers pathways into 
vocational as well as tertiary education. Education 
is not mandatory, and access to education is limited 
by poverty, but about 60%of children are enrolled 
in primary education.23  
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The government is committed to increasing 
educational access and launched its second national 
action plan to achieve this goal in 2022. Australia, 
New Zealand and UNICEF support Solomon 
Islands with implementing this plan.24 

 Prevent nationals committing 
atrocity crimes overseas. 

Fair 
Decrease 

No new evidence could be found regarding this 
Indicator. The Penal Code covers the prosecution 
of genocide, but other atrocity crimes remain 
unaccounted for.  

Bilateral and 
Multilateral 
Relations 

Participate in international, 
regional, and national discussions 
on the further advancement of 
R2P. 

Weak 
Unchanged  

Solomon Islands has not provided a statement at 
any recent discussions or debates on R2P.  

 Leverage existing mechanisms 
and institutions (including 
regional and sub-regional 
organisations) to encourage 
States to fulfil their responsibility 
to protect. 

Weak 
Unchanged 

Solomon Islands often does not vote on General 
Assembly resolutions that have reference R2P: 
 
UN General Assembly Resolutions:25 
 

• 2018: Extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions A/RES/73/172: abstained. 

• 2018: Situation of human rights in the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
A/RES/73/180: adopted without vote. 

• 2018: Situation of human rights in the 
Syrian Arab Republic A/RES/73/182: yes. 

• 2019: Situation of human rights in the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
A/RES/74/166: adopted without vote. 

• 2019: Situation of human rights in the 
Syrian Arab Republic A/RES/74/169: did 
not vote. 

• 2020: Situation of human rights in the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
A/RES/75/190: adopted without vote. 

• 2020: Extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions A/RES/75/189: did not vote. 

• 2020: Situation of human rights in the 
Syrian Arab Republic A/RES/75/193: did 
not vote. 

• 2021: Promoting a culture of peace and 
tolerance to safeguard religious sites 
A/RES/75/258: adopted without vote. 

• 2021: The responsibility to protect and the 
prevention of genocide, war crimes, ethnic 
cleansing and crimes against humanity 
A/RES/75/277: did not vote. 

• 2022: Extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions, A/RES/77/218: did not vote 

• 2022: Democratic Peoples Republic of 
Korea, A/RES/77/226: adopted without a 
vote 

• 2022: Myanmar/Burma, A/RES/77/227:  
adopted without a vote 

• 2022: Syria A/RES/77/230: abstained  
 

 Encourage and assist States to 
fulfil their R2P in situations of 

Weak 
Increase 

Solomon Islands possesses broad support for the 
self determination of West Papua and has 
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emerging and ongoing crisis, 
such as good offices and 
preventive diplomacy. 

 advocated for this through the Pacific Islands 
Forum and the Melanesian Spearhead Group. 
However, it has the minority opinion in these fora 
and has done nothing further. No information on 
the Solomon Islands stance on Myanmar could be 
found. 

 Strengthen regional and 
international networks for atrocity 
crime prevention. 

Very Weak 
Unchanged 

No new evidence could be found of Solomon 
Islands strengthening regional and international 
networks.  

 Strengthen the role and capacity 
of regional organisations. 

Weak 
Unchanged  

No new updates could be found for this Indicator.  

 Support the development and 
work of regional human rights 
and other preventive capacities. 

Weak 
Unchanged 

Solomon Islands have received assistance in variety 
of ways and from a variety of donors, of whom 
Australia is the largest supporter. This has increased 
the country’s capacities for human rights 
protections and improvements in governance, and 
been well-received by the governments of Solomon 
Islands.  

 Support atrocity prevention 
through development and 
assistance partnerships. 

Weak 
Unchanged 

The Solomon Islands is one of the countries in the 
world put most at risk by climate changes, and at 
great need for support to mitigate these 
challenges.26 This has a positive effect on atrocity 
prevention, as the food insecurity and loss of space 
by climate change furthers instability in the 
country.  
 
In the past years, there has been periodic protests. 
Previously Australis has supported the government 
in protest-responses, but in 2022 Solomon Islands 
entered a security agreement with China. The 
effects of this remain yet to be seen. 

United Nations, 
prevention, 
Peacekeeping, 
and assistance 

Support the early warning and 
capacity building efforts of the 
UN Office on Genocide 
Prevention and R2P. 

Weak 
Unchanged 

No information could be found on whether the 
Solomon Islands supports the UN Office on 
Genocide Prevention and R2P. 

 Support the strengthening of the 
UN’s capacity for atrocity 
prevention, including through the 
UN Human Rights system. 

Fair 
Unchanged 

The Solomon Islands continues to cooperate with 
the UN and other international actors on a range of 
governance issues to improve its capacities. 

 Support preventive actions on 
atrocity crimes. 

Weak 
Unchanged 

No updated information could be found for this 
Indicator.   

 Contribute to United Nations 
peacekeeping operations 
(especially those with a 
protection of civilians mandate). 

Weak 
Unchanged 

The Solomon Islands currently has no peacekeepers 
deployed on missions.27 The barrier to this is 
resources.  

 Develop the capacities needed to 
support civilian protection, 
including through the training of 
military and civilian personnel for 
peacekeeping. 

Fair 
Unchanged 

Australia and China have both contributed training 
packages to Solomon Islands. This is both 
potentially useful in building long-term capacities 
for civilian protection, but may also be an arena of 
geopolitical competition.28 

 Support the Kigali Principles. Very Weak 
Unchanged 

Solomon Islands does not support the Kigali 
Prinipcles.  

 Support UN Security Council 
veto restraint on issues relating to 
atrocity prevention. 

Very Weak 
Unchanged 

Solomon Islands does not support  the 
French/Mexican initiative on the suspension of 
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veto,29 or the ACT Code of Conduct in cases of 
mass atrocities.30  
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