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Populations in Myanmar continue to
face brutal atrocity crimes
perpetrated by the Myanmar
military (the Tatmadaw) and non-
state armed groups more than three
years after the military coup.

The Rohingya community is under
threat of another wave of genocidal
violence, with emerging reports of
civilians being targeted by the Arakan
Army as it continues its fierce campaign
to take control of Rakhine State.
Tensions between the ethnic Rakhine
community and Rohingya Muslims have
been inflamed partly by the forcible
recruitment of Rohingyas into the
Myanmar military.

The military junta has used scorched
earth tactics as it flees, bombing towns
and villages from the air, while some
soldiers have fled over the increasingly
porous border to Bangladesh.

CHINA

Civilians in northern Myanmar face
renewed threats after a Chinese-
brokered ceasefire broke down in June,
leading to intensified fighting between
members of the Three Brotherhood
Alliance and the Tatmadaw. In Shan
State the violence displaced 5,000
people in July, while in Sagaing Region
the junta killed 30 civilians hiding in a
monastery. There are increasing
reports of women being forcibly
conscripted under the February 2024
law.

The likelihood of further atrocities by all
parties to the conflict remains extremely
high. Impunity for past atrocities, ethnic
conflict, and an absence of mitigating
actions from regional or international
actors, means the risk of war crimes,
ethnic cleansing, crimes against
humanity, and potentially genocidal
violence  against the Rohingya
community, is significant.

DPRK

32 children among hundreds
killed in Bangladesh protests

26 people killed in Papua New
Guinea massacre

5481 civilians killed by
Myanmar military junta

Myanmar
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China continues its campaign to eradicate the culture
and identity of the Uyghur population in Xinjiang, with
evidence of hundreds of Uyghur villages having been
renamed and any religious, historical or cultural
references removed.

China has rejected calls for human rights reforms relating to
crimes against humanity linked to the detention of the Uygur
population, including those raised during its fourth Universal
Periodic Review.
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The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea continues
oppressive policies and abuses that could constitute
crimes against humanity, with renewed concerns that
widespread and institutionalised forced labour practices
could amount to the crime of enslavement.

Pyongyang has increased repression under its ‘reactionary
ideology and culture’ law that aims to prevent North Koreans
from accessing outside information.
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https://thediplomat.com/2024/08/fresh-reports-emerge-of-rohingya-killings-in-western-myanmar/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/regime-collapse-myanmar-s-rakhine
https://www.fortifyrights.org/bgd-inv-2024-07-26/
https://www.fortifyrights.org/bgd-inv-2024-07-26/
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/world/myanmars-rakhine-state-could-fall-within-months-to-rebels/news-story/19e6b34cfff4e229db49b0ac8d769a09
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/brotherhood-alliance-hails-victories-over-myanmar-junta-in-mandalay-and-shan.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/anti-regime-groups-seize-myanmar-junta-positions-in-southern-shan-state.html
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-massacres-more-than-30-in-sagaing-region/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kBwpxs0f-MQ_s1o-_nRIK-R-Pk2F_lSk/view
https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/02/myanmars-fateful-conscription-law
https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/02/myanmars-fateful-conscription-law
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2024/06/myanmar-breakneck-speed-disintegration-human-rights-says-high
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-undergoes-rare-scrutiny-rights-record-un-meeting-2024-01-23/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/2022-08-31/22-08-31-final-assesment.pdf
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/latest-un-review-displays-chinas-disregard-for-human-rights-un-findings/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/latest-un-review-displays-chinas-disregard-for-human-rights-un-findings/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jun/19/china-has-renamed-hundreds-of-uyghur-villages-and-towns-say-human-rights-groups
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2024/07/103_377602.html
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/co-idprk/commission-inquiryon-h-rin-dprk
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/07/institutionalised-forced-labour-north-korea-constitutes-grave-violations
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/least-32-children-killed-bangladesh-violence
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jul/24/at-least-26-killed-in-papua-new-guinea-village-attacks-including-16-children
https://aappb.org/

Papua New Guinea

At least 26 people, including 16
children, were massacred in Papua

New Guinea’s East Sepik Province
over two days in July by a group of

30 young men.

Some of the women and girls were
subjected to sexual violence before they

were murdered, some victims had been
beheaded, and houses were torched.
Villagers fled and hundreds remain
displaced. This latest atrocity follows a
February 2024 massacre in
Province, and several over recent years.

Massacres have become more frequent
in PNG, with tribal violence - traditionally

used for land and communal dispute

resolution - becoming increasingly
deadly due to access to modern
weaponry and  continued under-

resourcing of police in remote areas

PNG continues to have among the
highest rates of sexual and gender-

based violence (SGBV) in the world,
including sorcery accusation-related

violence. SGBV and other forms of

violence may be exacerbated by natural
disasters, such as the May 2024
landslide, and by associated

displacement. PNG is at increased risk
of frequent and more deadly intergroup

violence, with the risk of gender-based
atrocities against women and children
extremely high.

Bangladesh

Bangladesh faces massive social and
political unrest with escalating violence,
including attacks against religious
minorities.

In early August, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina resigned and fled the country after
20 years in power, amid an increasingly
tense situation that saw 90 people killed in
anti-government protests. The unrest
began in July with student protests
opposing quotas for government jobs,
during which at least 200 people were
killed by security forces, including 32
children. Several police officers were killed
when protesters attacked a police station
during the latest demonstrations.
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The government shut
internet access and detained around
10,000 people, with accusations of torture
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New Caledonia

French security personnel maintain
an increased presence in New
Caledonia following a surge of
violence in May which resulted in up
to 10 deaths.

The protests had erupted over concerns
about constitutional reforms to give
voting rights to recent French migrants
to the island. This was viewed as
potentially reducing the voting power of
the pro-independence Kanak population
and undermining their political status.
Early peaceful protests turned to violent
riots, with armed clashes, looting,
buildings set on fire and blockades set
up by protesters to prevent movement.
A nightly curfew and state of emergency
were declared, the latter giving
authorities greater powers.

While the voting amendments have
been suspended, and the intense riots
have subsided, isolated incidents
continue, including the torching of two
Catholic churches and desecration of a
Kanak monument in July 2024. Further,
the underlying issues around New
Caledonian independence remain
unresolved. The 2021 referendum,
carried out during the Covid period,
remains contested by the Kanak
community, and recent advocacy from
regional bodies such as the Melanesian
Spearhead Group and Pacific Islands
Forum has been rejected by France.
These underlying issues pose a risk
factor for further civil unrest and
potential atrocities by both protesters
and security forces.

and disappearances coming from ex-
military who support the protests.

The Bangladesh Army chief announced
the formation of an interim government
with - Nobel Peace Prize laureate
Muhammad Yunus as its head. There are

increasing reports of attacks against the = :

Hindu minority population, who are viewed
as supporting Sheik Hasina’s Awami
League party.

The risk for Rohingya refugees in Cox’s
Bazar camps, already vulnerable to

violence by armed criminal groups and |

unable to return to Myanmar due to the
conflict in Rakhine, is amplified by the
current turmoil.

Given unresolved historical conflicts,
religious divides and political upheaval,
the likelihood of further violence and risk
of atrocities is high. Image Rayhan Ahmed

Indonesia (West Papua)

Violence and human rights abuses
continue in Indonesia’s Papuan
provinces, including extrajudicial
executions, enforced
disappearances and unlawful
detentions.

In June, a security force raid in Bibida
and Paniai Timur District, carried out
following the killing of a non-Papuan
civilian earlier in the month, led to
violence between security forces and
members of the West Papua National
Liberation Army. The raid and
associated violence forced 5,000 people
to flee and seek refuge in churches,
forests, and nearby towns.

The West Papua Liberation Army killed
a pilot from New Zealand after he
landed in a remote village, a year and
half after another was kidnapped. A
prominent human rights lawyer, Yan
Chirstian Warinussy, was shot on 17
July. Forced displacement of Indigenous
Papuans remains a concern, with
significant environmental damage and
cultural loss. The Indonesian
Government continues to refuse calls for
a UN human rights mission to West
Papua.

Episodes of armed conflict, human
rights violations, killings and
kidnappings by armed groups, against
the backdrop of unresolved issues
related to West Papuan independence,
fuel the likelihood of further violence and
potential atrocities.



https://acleddata.com/2024/02/27/qa-the-worsening-trend-of-violence-in-papua-new-guinea/#1709052878616-b8dc1b00-e341
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cpwdp58z3gjo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cpwdp58z3gjo
https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/03/addressing-gendered-violence-papua-new-guinea-opportunities-and-options
https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/03/addressing-gendered-violence-papua-new-guinea-opportunities-and-options
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/papua-new-guinea-rapid-assessment-report-enga-province-round-2-27-july-2024
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jul/24/at-least-26-killed-in-papua-new-guinea-village-attacks-including-16-children
https://theconversation.com/why-is-new-caledonia-on-fire-according-to-local-women-the-deadly-riots-are-about-more-than-voting-rights-230199
https://apnews.com/article/riots-france-new-caledonia-0ac35cebd7f55ef87a828a368879e3cc
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jun/13/new-caledonia-unrest-emmanuel-macron-voting-reforms-suspended
https://www.abc.net.au/pacific/programs/pacificbeat/newcalarson/104129610
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/pacific-family-deserves-australias-backing-on-new-caledonia/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-07-25/new-caledonia-unrest-french-ambassador-pacific/104140428
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-07-25/new-caledonia-unrest-french-ambassador-pacific/104140428
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/news/security-force-operation-in-districts-bibida-and-paniai-timur-more-than-5000-indigenous-moni-and-me-people-flee-their-homes/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/aug/05/papua-separatists-kill-helicopter-pilot-from-new-zealand-say-police-indonesia
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/07/25/prominent-rights-lawyer-shot-west-papua-indonesia
https://www.amnesty.id/kabar-terbaru/siaran-pers/indonesia-historic-peoples-tribunal-findings-signal-an-alarming-situation-in-papua/06/2024/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/concluding-observations/ccprcidnco2-concluding-observations-second-periodic-report
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwy77vgmjlzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/ckg22md49pzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/ckg22md49pzo
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-08-04/dozens-dead-in-bangladesh-protests-calling-for-pm-to-resign/104182266
https://theconversation.com/bangladeshs-protests-explained-what-led-to-pms-ouster-and-the-challenges-that-lie-ahead-236190
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/least-32-children-killed-bangladesh-violence
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/least-32-children-killed-bangladesh-violence
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/bangladesh-s-new-military-led-government-has-tough-job-ahead
https://apnews.com/article/bangladesh-protests-interim-government-mohammad-yunus-160a493f4fdc9c0505d6a10325bd5383
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/hindu-homes-temples-targeted-bangladesh-after-hasina-ouster-minority-group-says-2024-08-06/
https://theconversation.com/with-bangladesh-on-a-knifes-edge-trapped-rohingya-refugees-are-forced-to-turn-to-people-smugglers-or-violent-gangs-235676
https://theconversation.com/bangladeshs-protests-explained-what-led-to-pms-ouster-and-the-challenges-that-lie-ahead-236190
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