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Myanmar

• Officials warn that upcoming 
Myanmar elections may lead to 
intensified attacks on civilians

• Thailand-Cambodia border 
conflict poses risk of escalating 
war crimes

• Risk of conflict grows in West 
Papua with the increased 
presence of Indonesian military

The report also raised concerns
about abuses perpetrated by anti-
military armed groups. These include
launching attacks on civilian objects,
carrying out targeted killing of
individuals suspected of associating
with the military, extensive use of
landmines, seizures of land, and
violently suppressing peaceful
protests against the extraction of
natural resources.

The report also highlights the military
use of fertilizer-based explosives and
armed paramotors that drop
munitions and strike civilian-inhabited
and and earthquake-affected areas.
Twenty-six allegations were received
by the OHCHR involving the use of
chemicals, including fertilizers,
attached to explosive devices in
attacks against civilians across six

states and regions in Myanmar, with
22 incidents in Shan state alone.
The Rohingyas’ situation in Rakhine
state remains extremely dire, and
their treatment is reminiscent of the
2017 atrocities, according to
OHCHR’s September report. Both
the military and the Arakan Army
act with near complete impunity,
carrying out air and artillery strikes,
killing civilians, destroying civilian
objects, looting and occupying
civilian property, conducting
enforced disappearances, torture
and ill-treatment, arbitrary
deprivation of liberty, and forced
recruitment of Rohingya.
The report highlights that “many
Rohingya in camps and in northern
Rakhine State continued to face
emergency levels of food insecurity
requiring immediate attention and
assistance.”
Amid the deteriorating crisis, a High-
Level Conference on the Situation of
Rohingya Muslims and Other
Minorities in Myanmar was hosted on

In a 2 September report, the
OHCHR noted the junta military’s
continued use of air strikes against
civilians, indiscriminate attacks,
destruction of villages, forced
recruitment, denial of humanitarian
aid, and mass displacement.

Since the earthquake that struck the Philippine region of Northern Cebu in late-September 2025, thousands of families, including
women and children, remain homeless. As a result, there has been an increase in reports of sexual violence against women and
girls, and with it an increase in women and girl’s anxieties and distress, and mental health deterioration. This is representative of
widespread problems that the country has faced given the growing number of natural disasters, as this latest typhoon is the
twentieth to hit the country this year.

The most recent typhoon left hundreds of persons dead in central Philippines, and more than 2.4 million people have been
affected, with those who have a disability “two to four times” more likely to die because of these disasters.

Widespread protests have subsequently erupted throughout the country, accusing the government of corruption and nepotism
that has led to substandard infrastructure. Almost 650,000 persons attended the November 2025 protest in Manila to protest
government corruption. Protests have also erupted across the country due to the widespread increase of sexual and gender-
based violence, a significant proportion due to the conditions women and girls face because of ongoing natural disasters.
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Over 700,000 persons 
remain displaced due to 
fighting between Cambodia 
and Thailand

295 children arrested by 
Indonesian authorities as 
part of protest crackdown

30 September 2025 at the UN 
General Assembly, to renew attention 
to the crisis and press for solutions.

The upcoming election in December 
2025 is likely to lead to a new wave 
of mass atrocities against civilians. 
James Rodehaver, head of OHCHR’s 
Myanmar team, warned in November 
2025 that “elections are being pushed 
through in an environment where 
civilians are caught between pressure 
from the military to vote and 
aggressive efforts by armed 
opposition groups to prevent 
participation.” 

The Philippines
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Global Guardian’s recent assessment of the risks PNG faces, both now and in the future, suggest that the nation has three 
main issues that could lead to violence. The first is the “youth bulge” that is “straining the labour market” and “exacerbating 
social grievances among large numbers of unemployed disaffected youth.” The second is widespread corruption that is 
endemic in the country; third, escalating risks due to climate change, itself exacerbated by poor infrastructure. Alongside 
these concerns is the ongoing violence in provincial regions that remains unabated, even while PNG security is leading a 
“counter terrorism” operation to confiscate all arms and weaponry in the Highlands. 

Similarly concerning is the growing number domestic violence incidents being reported, so widespread that this problem has 
now been declared a national disaster. 

Fighting continues along the Thai/Cambodian border, 
with recent deaths of soldiers recorded on both sides of 
the fighting, alongside civilian loss of life. There remain 
over 700,000 persons evacuated from the border region 
due to ongoing hostilities. While the US government 
declared a ceasefire due to President Trump’s 
discussions with both leaders, bombing and rockets 
attacks continue, including an accusation that Thailand 
has begun bombing Cambodia’s most popular tourist 
province, Siem Reap. The escalating conflict poses a 
high risk of war crimes, as both side have allegedly 
engaged in indiscriminate attacks on civilians, cultural 
sites or critical infrastructure. 

r2pasiapacific.org 

Since the mid-year riots that escalated across the country following the disclosure of housing benefits to government 
officials, multiple reports that have compiled witness evidence, have accused the Indonesian police of unwarranted violence 
in attempting to disperse rioters, including the use of GLI-4-style tear gas. These reports also reveal that of those arrested, 
295 of them were children. While there is clear evidence of police and security sector misconduct, the government remains 
silent on the issue. Given the evidence captured on people’s phones, there have been suggestions that the force used by 
the Indonesian security sector be regarded as torture under international law.

As a result of this unrest, in late November 2025, two activists were arrested by Indonesian police, accused of inciting the 
demonstrations that spread across Indonesia in August. According to Frontline Defenders, “Dera and Munif were designated 
as criminal suspects under the ‘incitement’ provision of the Indonesian Criminal Code and the ‘hate speech’ provision of the 
Electronic Information and Transactions (ITE) law.” These laws have been used in the past to silence government 
dissenters, yet these current arrests reflect the recent amendment to Indonesia’s Criminal Procedure code that gives 
Indonesian police expanding powers by arresting and allowing for arbitrary detention should a person be deemed an 
“inciter.” There is widespread concern that these arrests are first examples of this revised criminal code being used to pursue 
government agendas.    

In West Papua, tensions continue to escalate due to a growing Indonesian military and police presence, and the recent 
reemphasis on transmigration to the region by non-Papuans. These increases have been, in part, due to the Indonesian 
government creating six new Papuan provinces, increasing the presence of Indonesian bureaucracy and security. As 
identified in a recent USHMM report, two future scenarios might play out in the region that could exacerbate the risks of 
atrocity crimes. First, Indonesian security forces increase their operations and exacerbate tensions as a result; and/or, 
second, Indonesian migrants who have been part of the transmigration scheme, act violently against Indigenous Papuans 
whom they see as threats to their own economic interests.  

On 17 November 2025, the International Crimes Tribunal 
of Bangladesh sentenced Sheikh Hasina, the former 
prime minister, and Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, the 
former home minister, of crimes against humanity after 
convicting them in absentia. This verdict has raised 
concerns that the trial may not have met international 
due process and fair trial standards. 

These former Bangladeshi authorities are accused of 
committing serious human rights violations during the 
protests in July and August 2024, including hundreds of 
extrajudicial killings, other violations involving serious 
injuries to thousands of protesters, extensive arbitrary 
arrest and detention, and torture and other forms of ill-
treatment, according to the OHCHR report in February 
2025.
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