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» Conflict along the Cambodian-
Thailand border leaves at least
40 people dead

* Anti-government protests
erupt in Indonesia

* Upcoming elections in
Myanmar raise concerns

Myanmar

At the same time, the Tatmadaw’s brutal
mode of warfare continues to pose grave
threats, particularly to Rohingya and other
civilians in Rakhine State. Recent military air
strikes on AA-controlled villages and towns
in Rakhine State and other areas such as
Sagaing region have resulted in a rising
civilian death toll. But perhaps the most dire
threat is the military’s continued blockade of
Rakhine State, which the UN warned late
last year was placing the population at risk
of ‘acute famine’. The situation has
worsened in recent months amid the
compounding effects of United States’ aid
cuts and the military’s continued denial of
humanitarian access to the Rohingya and
other groups in Rakhine following the March
2025 earthquake. The UN has warned that
the Tatmadaw’s intentional obstruction of
aid to Rakhine may amount to war crimes or
crimes against humanity, while Rohingya
advocates have raised alarms that the
deliberate starvation of the Rohingya is the

In_a report published at the end of
August, the UN Human Rights
Office likened attacks on civilians in
Myanmar, particularly in Rakhine
state, to atrocities perpetrated by
the Myanmar military in 2017 .

Over 3,000 protestors
arrested in Indonesia by
police and military

Over 700 deaths reported
this year in PNG due to
sorcery-accused violence

While all ethnic communities in Myanmar
are at high risk of atrocity crimes, the
Rohingya are especially vulnerable as they
are systematically abused by both the
Tatmadaw and Arakan Army (AA) in the
battle for control over Rakhine State. The
AA have seized 14 of 17 townships in
Rakhine State as of August 2025, and there
is ongoing fighting in the Kyaukphyu
township. In the context of these hostilities,
the AA has emerged as the primary
perpetrator of human rights abuses against
the Rohingya community, reportedly
committing war crimes and possible crimes

1 million Cambodians
flee Thailand amid
border conflict and
widespread hate speech
and disinformation

against humanity, including killing, R
abduction, pillage, torture, movement latest manifestation of the military’s campalgns
restrictions, arbitrary detention, forced genocidal policy against the community.

The upcoming national elections scheduled
for December 2025 are also linked to

labour, forced recruitment, among other

abuses and discriminatory action. The With over half the country no longer under

Rohingya community are also under threat
of war crimes by Rohingya armed groups,
primarily the Arakan Rohingya Salvation
Army (ARSA) and Rohingya Solidarity
Organisation (RSO), who have allegedly

heightened risk of atrocities against ethnic
communities across Myanmar. On 31 July
2025, the Myanmar military nominally
transferred power to a civilian-led interim
government ahead of this planned election,

state control and polling unlikely to occur in
those areas, the December election is likely
to aggravate historical grievances, escalate
violence between the military and
resistance groups, trigger protests, and

killed, abducted, tortured, and forcibly with Min Aung Hlaing, the SAC Chief, further degrade human rights protections
recruited Rohingya in Bangladesh’s refugee nominated as Acting President. across the country.
camps.

Bangladesh

Violence continues to pose a risk of escalating in Bangladesh, with people accusing the interim government of stalling on promised reform
processes. This violence has led to the deaths of student protestors, including 4 persons killed in July 2025, and further unrest has erupted in
parts of the country ever since.

Lack of reform by the current government has given hard-liners opportunity to grow in numbers, with widespread and nationwide reporting of
hostility towards women and LGBTQI communities. Similarly, religious violence continues to plague the Hindu minority in the Rangpur region
and minority communities in the Chittagong Hill Tracts face ongoing persecution.

In August 2025, the country’s Human Rights Congress for Bangladesh Minorities (HRCBM) reported a significant increase in sexual and child
violence, suggesting that sexual violence under the interim government has met pandemic levels. While 342 rape cases were reported in less
than a three-month period in mid-2025, ‘the true number runs into thousands, which is hidden by silence, fear, and state inaction.’
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Indonesia

At least eight people have been killed in Indonesia as riots continue across the country, with media outlets suggesting that these
riots are the worst the country has experienced in some years. Protests began as a reaction to a leaked report that revealed that
all 580 members of Indonesia’s House of Representatives are being issued a monthly housing subsidy to live in Jakarta,
something that began one year ago with the election of President Prabowo. Riots then escalated following the death of an innocent
bystander who was hit by a police vehicle and later died.

The President has since ordered reforms to the privileges of parliamentarians; however, many rioters view changes as insufficient.
While Jakarta remains the epicentre of the protests, Makassar has also seen violent outbursts and three people died when a mob
set fire to the region’s parliamentary building. Protests have also broken out in Bandung and Jogjakarta. To date, over 3,000
people have been arrested by Indonesian police and military. Worryingly, the Presidential Office has labelled protesters as
terrorists and foreign interference, suggesting that those arrested might be prosecuted under terrorism charges and therefore risk
extensive prison sentences. Activists and social media users were among the more than 3,000 people authorities arrested in
relation to the protests, raising concerns about further erosion of the freedom of expression and increased prosecutions of online
critics of the government in Indonesia.

DPRK Papua New Guinea

North Koreans face an enduring and acute risk of atrocity A
crimes, with persistent reports of executions, forced labour,
starvation, and systemic repression that may amount to
crimes against humanity. Longstanding COVID-era
restrictions have entrenched state control, further limiting
freedoms and worsening humanitarian conditions, while
prison camps remain central to the regime’s system of abuse.
Despite a decade since the UN’s landmark Commission of

Inquiry, accountability has stalled. NGOs and human rights Province in July 2025, a mother of 6 was shot dead after

groups working on N.orth P.(orea were some of.the —har.dest hit being tortured and mutilated for being accused of sorcery,
by the sudden cuts in United States aid funding, which has and no one is yet to be arrested for this crime.

severely weakened the capacity for documentation,
advocacy, and support for North Korean refugees. Without
sustained monitoring and evidence-informed integration of
human rights into political engagement, the risks of further
widespread and systematic violations remain acute.

recent investigation has suggested that sorcery-
accusation violence (SARV) is on the rise, amounting to
over 700 deaths this year. This includes the burning of
people to death, and the suicide of those accused of sorcery
knowing that torture and death are the likely outcome of the
accusation. The PNG government was recently accused of
‘speaking much but doing little on the ground’ given that
prosecutions and arrests are a rarity. As an example, in Hela

Cambodia /Thailand

In August 2025, conflict broke out along the Cambodian-Thailand border, resulting in the displacement of more than 300,000
people, with nearly fifty persons killed. Due to related widespread disinformation campaigns from both countries, over 1 million
Cambodians have since left employment in Thailand and moved back to Cambodia, many reporting racial and nationalistic abuse.

During the conflict both Cambodia and Thailand deployed high-end weapon systems that had not been used before in this
protracted conflict, with neighbouring nations expressing concern over this escalation in weaponry. Both sides are implicated in
possible war crimes related to indiscriminate attacks on civilians and civilian populated areas, with evidence that Cambodia
deployed unguided Grad rockets and Thailand used internationally prohibited cluster munitions. Similarly, there are reports of fresh
landmines being laid across territory only recently cleared of these weapons, sparking fears of long-term death and harm to civilian
populations, alongside environmental damage.

Social media is being utilised by the two countries to spread propaganda, and while there is currently a truce along the border,
misinformation, disinformation and hate speech are escalating. As an example, supposed evidence of Thailand dropping poison gas
on Cambodia was in fact footage of fire retardant being used on the California wildfires. The current animosity between the two
countries is, some commentators suggest, a feud ignited by personal differences between Cambodia’s Hun Sen and Thailand’s
Shinawatra family.
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