ASIA PACIFIC CENTRE - RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT

ENFORCING THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT: THE ROLE OF PARLIAMENT IN
SAFEGUARDING CIVILIANS' LIVES

Resolution adopted by consensus® by the 128th IPU Assembly
(Quita, 27 March 2013)

The 128th Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,

Acknowledging that, following several global initiatives, the responsibility to protect was recognized at the 2005
World Summit as a necessary and important principle to prevent, and protect populations from, genccide, ethnic
deansing, war crimes and crimes against humanity,

Recalling that this principle was established with a view to preventing genocides such as those that occurred in
Srebrenica and Rwanda,

Also recafling that the UN Security Coundl considers that the international arimes of genocide, war crimes, ethnic
deansing and crimes against humanity constitute threats to international peace and security and that the
principle of the responsibility to protect was reaffirmed in its resolution 1674 (2006), which addressed the
protaction of civilians in situations of armed confiict,

Stressing that any dedision related to the application of the responsibility to protect must be taken in a timely
and dedisive manner, through the UN Security Council, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, in
particular its Chapter VII, on a case-by-case basis and in cooperation with relevant regional organizations as
appropriate, should peacetul means be nadequate and national authorities manitesty fail to protect their
populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic deansing and crimes against humanity, and that any such action
must be accompanied by the provision of adequate means to protect dvilians, by giving priority to peaceful
means,

Underscoring the sperial plight of women and children in situations of armed confiict,

Recalling that rape and other forms of sexual violence can constitute crimes against humanity under the
provisions of UN Security Council resolutions on women and peace and security (1325, 1888 and 1960) and, in
particular, resolution 1820, which recognizes that rape and other farms of sexual viclence can constitute war
crimes, crimes against humanity or a constitutive act with respect to genocide,

Mindful of the fact that the responsibility to protect is based on three pillars: the permanent responsibility of each
individual State to protect its population, whether nationals or not, from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing
and crimes against humanity, which entails the prevention of such crimes, including their incitement, through
appropriate and necessary means; the international community’s commitment to assist and help to build the
«capadity of States to fulfill this obligation; and its commitment to take collective action in a timely and decisive
manner when national authaorities manifestly fail to protect their populations from genodde, war crimes, ethnic
cleansing and crimes against humanity,

Underscoring the importance of combating impunity in the case of perpetrators and instigators of the most
serious crimes of concern to the intemnatianal community and recognizing the contribution in this field of the
International Criminal Court {ICC); also underscoring the need to raise awareness of the role played by the 1CC,
to encourage reporting of and filing of complaints against the perpetrators of such crimes with the appropriate
national authorities and the 1CC, and to enhance the capacity of national authorities to respond to complaints,
Dursue justice, and cooperate and coordinate with the ICC, while recoanizing the important contribution of those:
involved in providing the necessary evidence and sufficient information to the ICC,

Recalling that paragraph 139 of the 2005 World Summit Outcome Document states that "the international
community, through the United Nations, also has a responsibility to use appropriate diplomatic, humanitarian and
ather neaceful means, in accordance with Chanters VI and VIII of the UN Charter, to help protect pooulations
from genocide, war crimes, ethnic deansing and crimes against humanity™; expressing its willingness in this
context to take collective action, in a timely and decisive manner, through the UN Security Council, in accordance
with the Charter, including Chapter VI, on a case-by-case basis and in cooperation with relevant regional
arnznizations as aporonriate. should peaceful means be inadequate and national autherities manifestly fail to
protect their populations from genodide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity; stressing the
need for the UN General Assembly to pursue its consideration of the responsibility to protect populations from
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity and its implications, bearing in mind the
principles of the Charter and internatianal law; and wndertaking, as necessary and appropriate, to help States

INFORMAL BURMESE TRANSLATION — INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION RESOLUTION ON
ENFORCING THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT

Acknowledgement

This is an informal translation of the Inter-Parliamentary Union Resolution on Enforcing the
Responsibility to Protect, which was supported by the Asia Pacific Centre for the Responsibility to
Protect (APR2P). Our translations aim to support countries in the Asia Pacific to improve early
warning and monitoring for risk assessments for atrocity crimes. All reasonable efforts have been
made to ensure this is an accurate translation. The Burmese version is a translation of the original
in English for information purposes only. In case of a discrepancy, the English original will prevail.
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