ASIA PACIFIC CENTRE - RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT

This document provides general it ion about the ibility to Protect, a principle which
has emerged in the last ten years for the prevention of genocide and other mass atrocities. This
document is divided into five sections which provide information about:

1. What is the Responsibility to Protect? Basic information.

2. Background to the Responsibility to Protect

3. The international community’s commitment to the Responsibility to Protect: The 2005
United Nations’ World Summit.

4. Implementing the Responsibility to Protect.

5. Frequently asked questions about the Responsibility to Protect.

The Responsibility to Protect is a principle in international relations which aims to prevent genocide,
war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. This principle says that each state has the
responsibility to pratect its peaple from these four erimes. It also says that it is the international
community’s responsibility to help states to fulfill this task. If, for whatever reason, an individual
state is unable or unwilling to protect its people, then it is the international community’s
responsibility to intervene in order to save people from genocide and other mass atrocities. This
principle was unanimously supported by the international community at the 2005 UN World
Summit. At the Summit, the countries of the world promised to uphold the Responsibility to Protect
principle in order that the world would never again witness the tragedy of genocide.

There are three pillars for implementing the Responsibility te Protect. Each pillar is important and all
three are designed to work together in order to prevent mass atrocities. These three pillars are:

1. The respansibility of the state to protect its own population from genocide, war crimes,
ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity, and from their incitement.

2. The commitment of the international community to assist states in meeting these
obligations.

3. The respansibility of the member states within the United Nations to respond collectively in
a timely and decisive manner when a state fails to provide such protection.

INFORMAL BURMESE TRANSLATION — THE ‘R2P PRIMER’
Acknowledgement

This is an informal translation of the ‘R2P Primer’, which was supported by the Asia Pacific Centre for
the Responsibility to Protect (APR2P). Our translations aim to support countries in the Asia Pacific to
improve early warning and monitoring for risk assessments for atrocity crimes. All reasonable efforts
have been made to ensure this is an accurate translation. The Burmese version is a translation of the
original in English for information purposes only. In case of a discrepancy, the English original will
prevail.

August 2021

A Asia-Pacific Centre for the

: Responsibility to Protect
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